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CONFIDENTIAL CONAKRY 1759 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : PINS PFOR PU NL 

SUBJECT : DUTCH/PAIGC RELATIONS 

REF: CONAKRY 1659 

1. DUTCH AMBASSADOR VAN RAALTE DURING CONVERSATION WITH ME 
NOV 14 SAID MAIN PURPOSE HIS CURRENT VISIT TO CONAKRY WAS TO 
TALK WITH MEMBERS OF PAIGC ABOUT POSSIBLE FUTURE DUTCH 
ASSISTANCE. VISIT WAS MADE ON SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS OF 

HIS GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS CONSIDERING IN NEXT BUDGET FUNDS 
FOR SUPPORT OF PAIGC FOR EDUCATIONAL AND MEDICAL PURPOSES. 
VAN RAALTE DID MEET WITH PAIGC LEADERS, INCLUDING FOREIGN 
MINISTER VICTOR MARIA, AND WAS TOLD THAT PAIGC NOW CONTROLS 
TWO-THIRDS OF GUINEA BISSAU AND HAS ALLEGIANCE OF 500,000 
OF ITS 800,000 TOTAL POPULATION. PAIGC LEADERS WILL PROVIDE 
HIM WITH LONG LIST OF NEEDED SUPPLIES. 
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2. VAN RAALTE ALSO TOOK OCCASION TO EXPLAIN NETHERLANDS 
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POSITION ON RECOGNITION AND WHY IT HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
RECGDNIZE INDEPENDENCE OF GUINEA BISSAU DESPITE ITS 
STRONG ANTI-COLONIALIST STAND. HIS EXPLANATIONS WERE 
ACCEPTED WITH UNDERSTANDING BY PAIGC LEADERS. 

TODMAN 
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